Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 5
Number 2 Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 5,
Issue 2

Article 5

1926

Address of John C. McGehee Before the Southern Rights
Association of Madison County, June 7, 1851
John C. McGehee

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
McGehee, John C. (1926) "Address of John C. McGehee Before the Southern Rights Association of
Madison County, June 7, 1851," Florida Historical Quarterly: Vol. 5 : No. 2 , Article 5.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol5/iss2/5

McGehee: Address of John C. McGehee Before the Southern Rights Association

ADDRESS OF JOHN C. McGEHEE BEFORE THE
SOUTHERN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION OF
MADISON COUNTY, JUNE 7, 1851 1
[The high historical importance of this address lies in that
ten years later John C. McGehee was elected (by a vote of five
to one over several worthy opponents) president of the convention of the people of Florida, convened January 3, 1861, which
passed the ordinance of secession. At such a time of stress
and strong feeling it would seem that a man must be elected
to that position at least as much because of his known opinions
and long-held beliefs as for his ability and all other reasons. 2]
MR. P RESIDENT,

We are met as a Southern Rights Association.
Why, it may be asked, do we associate ourselves together under such a title and what are our objects in
doing so. The answers to these questions involve matters of the gravest import and claim the most profound attention of every individual of this great nation. And as I am justly chargeable with as much of
the responsibility of its organization as any other individual I will say a few words in reference to it.
For a number of years past the action of the Federal Government of the United States has been characterized by abuses and usurpations of power, having
for their tendency and object the destruction and
overthrow of the institutions and rights of the Southern States. The Congress of the United States has
recently denied us our equal rights with citizens of
1
From the original manuscript preserved by the family of
Judge McGehee, and now in the possession of a niece, Rosa
Galphin, of Fernandina. A biographical sketch of her distinguished kinsman by Miss Galphin appeared in a late number of
the QUARTERLY.
2
The address is further considered on page 116 of this
number.
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the other States, and by unjust and partial legislation
degraded us beneath our equals. Many of the Northern States of this Confederacy speaking through their
Legislatures and otherwise declare their utter detestation and abhorrence of us and our institutions and
their fixed and unalterable determination to destroy
us. And to this end they have instituted and organized parties, associations and societies without number. They denounce us unworthy to associate with
freemen, and deny us the rights and privileges of
Christian Communion. The title by which we hold
our property has become precarious and insecure by
their interference in enticing away our slaves and
their refusing us the means of recovering them, thus
impairing or destroying the value of our property.
All of which we consider inconsistent with our relations with them as confederates and equals, and utterly violative of the provisions of the Constitution of
the United States. Under solemn conviction that acquiescence on the part of the people of the Southern
States in this system of wrongs deliberately organized against them is impossible, we have united in
every species of opposition to them consistent with
.
the integrity of the Constitution and the Union. And
we have hoped that as we believe the States in their
sovereign capacities have the power, they would interpose for the protection of the rights of the citizens.
We have hoped that our fellow citizens of the Southern States and of our own State especially would
unite in repelling wrongs and maintaining their own
rights. But we lament to see, and to say, that so far
we have been disappointed in a hope so just and so
reasonable, and the attitude of this country at this
time exhibits a spectacle at once the most amazing
and anomalous that the history of the world has ever
recorded. While one section has assumed a position
of undisguised opposition and hostility to the other
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and is waging and carrying on with madness and
fury a war of extermination against her guaranteed
rights and institutions, the other quietly submits and
tamely acquiesces. The people of the Southern States
under a delusion utterly unaccountable and blindness
of mind fatal to their liberties refuse to do, or permit
anything done, having for its object the redress of
their wrongs or the restoration of their rights. This
I affirm to be our position now. And as the State
as a sovereign refuses to exert her power as such for
the protection of our rights and a large majority of
our fellow citizens refuse to take ground with us in
our own, and their defence, a few of us, citizens of
Madison County, in view of the universal and inevitable ruin and infamy that menaces the whole Southern country, have banded ourselves together and we
have solemnly pledged ourselves to one another that
we will not remain silent longer under indignity and
insult. We here separate ourselves from all such as
are willing to endure oppression and declare our determined and. uncompromising hostility to all principles and measures of the General Government which
do not recognize and secure the equal rights of the citizens of all the States as guaranteed in the Constitution.
We will countenance and support and sympathize
with one another in our trials and sufferings and in
our efforts to relieve ourselves from wrongs and oppression. As opportunity offers and as far as possible we will disseminate light and truth among our
fellow citizens that they may understand and appreciate their rights and be convinced of their wrongs.
We do not know that we can accomplish anything.
But it will be a comfort, it is a comfort to us to know
and be known by one another, to give and receive mutual sympathy and support in our distress, and particularly to have it known in future times that in the uni-
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versal torpor and lethargy that stupifies our people
there were a few names, a little band that were prepared under any circumstances and at any sacrifice
to claim our rights and strike for freedom.
This is the substance of our pledge. It is the
meaning and object of our constitutional organization.
I hope to be pardoned in introducing a subject in
which I am peculiarly related, to-wit - the late Southern Convention held in Nashville. That measure, it
will be admitted by all, grew out of a conviction almost universal at the time, that the destruction of
the institutions of the slave-holding States was deliberately resolved upon by the people of the hireling
States, and that the Federal Government was to be
used as the instrument by which they were to be destroyed. The Legislatures of almost every slave-holding State declared it in their resolutions. The Southern delegations in Congress adopted addresses and
sent home to their constituents proclaiming it as a
fact, and our own delegation joined in a strong letter
to our Governor exhorting him to take steps to have
Florida represented in the proposed Southern Convention. He refused-and upon his refusal the people in their primary assemblies appointed their delegates themselves. Madison County, it is known to
you all, joined in this, and upon the return of their
delegates from the first meeting of the Southern
Convention, they were invited here on the third of
August last, and received with the greatest enthusiasm, and their course most unequivocally approved, by
resolutions unanimously adopted on that occasion.
The first meeting of the Convention did not, finish
their business and adjourned to reassemble after
the adjournment of Congress. So great was the enthusiasm of the people of Madison County in the cause
of Southern Rights that they proposed to send delegates of their own to the second meeting of the
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Southern Convention, and before their adjournment
selected two of their number for that purpose, of
which I was one. It certainly was known that I concurred in the sentiments expressed and measures proposed on that occasion. No one could have mistaken
my remarks that day. Indeed there was an entire
unanimity among all the speakers. The resolutions
were strong and decided and were adopted unanimously. I supposed that I was by universal consent
requested to act as delegate from Madison County in
the Southern Convention. I accepted the appointment and in good faith fulfilled it to the best of judgment and ability, and while I was engaged in the performance of this duty and before it could be known
what was the action of the Convention, to my utter
amazement a portion of the people who sent me to
devise measures for their safety denounced the Convention and its objects, repudiated the principles they
had a short time before advocated and for a time at
least defeated every attempt to organize an association devoted to the cause of Southern Rights: While
I was actually engaged in their service at their request at a great distance from home and at great individual and personal sacrifice, my name was used as
a watchword of clamor and tumult to carry the crowd
in opposition to principles I was known to entertain
and advocate and they themselves had sanctioned and
endorsed by appointing me a delegate to represent
them in the Convention.
This inconsistency, this disregard of all respect
for themselves betrays a depravity in political morals
at least, if I may be allowed the expression, that is
well calculated to awaken alarm as to our destiny as
a country. It shews that those who hold the sovereign
power in their hands can be led at will by demagogues
or designing men who may or may not be emissaries
of their enemies and who may or may not be the min-
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ions of power paid to cheat and deceive them into a
sacrifice of their own dearest rights. As to myself
personally it is a matter of no consequence apart from
the deplorable prospect it develops. It is an admonition to those who are true to their interests, the
rights of the South, the Constitution and the Country,
to stand firm in their integrity and look well to those
to whom they entrust with power.
Why was the Southern Convention called? It is a
fact known to all that there exists in the Southern
portion of the United States two races of men, so different in color and physical and moral organization
that it is impossible that they can ever amalgamate
and become one people, and that they sustain to each
other, and have done so since long before this government or nation had an existence as such, the relations
of master and slave. At the organization of the present
government nearly every State was a slave State. I
have seen myself advertisements in the public newspapers in Massachusetts where the citizens of that
State offered their slaves for sale. The climate of
the Northern States is unfavorable to the African,
and slave labour is not profitable, hence they have
abolished their African slavery-not by emancipation,
whereby the African obtained his freedom, but by
bringing them South and selling them. The climate
is congenial to the black man at the South and there
his labour is profitable. Having thus ceased to have
any personal pecuniary interest in African slavery
they immediately commenced a clamorous agitation
against it - and from the earliest history of this nation as a government down to the present moment
they have not ceased, and from a very small and contemptible faction who were regarded for many years
as beneath the respect of any decent man they have
grown until now they control the whole of the North,
East, and North-west, and through them the whole
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political power of the United States. No man can
offer for any office of honor or trust or profit at the
North with any hope of success who dares to support
the Constitution of the United States so far as it
guarantees the right of property in slaves. No man
North or South will dare to advocate Southern Rights
who entertains any just expectation of appointment
to office by the President of the United States. The
President requires of his minions abject submission
to his will. Any man of Southern feelings or principles must make an entire surrender of them before
he can receive or retain office. The whole power and
patronage of the Government in its departments is
made to direct its whole force and energy against our
institutions and this. too in direct violation of the
plighted faith of those who entered the compact as
brethren for mutual protection.
From this plain statement of naked facts you will
perceive, Mr. President, that there was cause of alarm
and discontent on the part of the Southern States.
Under the lead of Virginia they spoke out as sovereigns and declared their determination to resist such
aggressions on the part of their Northern confederates. And for the purpose of adopting some measure of redress which should meet the concurrence of
all, they agreed at the suggestion of Mississippi to
consult together in a Southern Convention. Now are
these circumstances and objects sufficient to justify
the Southern people in assembling in the Southern
Convention, I let Southern men, opposed to it and
clamoring against it - answer.
What was its action. Let the Convention speak
for itself. It declares that the States of this Confederacy acceded to the compact - as sovereigns - each
one for itself. That they were as such equal in dignity and sovereignty, each having equal rights with
the rest to a participation in the benefits, and are
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equally bound to share the burthens of the common
government which was created conjointly by them all
for the protection and benefit of all alike. That the
institution of slavery is coeval with the government
and forms an essential element of its existence and
support and is expressly protected in the Constitution
-that the non-slave-holding or hireling States avow
their uncompromising hostility to institutions of the
slave-holding States and declare their determination
to overthrow and destroy them-that to embarrass
and oppress the slave-holding States by restrictions
and prohibitions is now the settled policy of those who
control the government-that the Union instead of being a fraternal bond as it was with our fathers is now
as the instrument with which they strike at our vitals-that they have seized one portion of the Public
Domain purchased with our blood and treasure and
refuse us the privilege of going visit with our property, at the same time they invite and welcome vagabonds from every nation on earth besides to come and
enjoy it-that as a people we are doomed, doomed to
degradation and infamy, and nothing can save us
from a destiny the most revolting and loathsome but
the spirit of freemen-this is the chief remedy prescribed by the Southern Convention for the long list
of our oppressions and grievances.
No people were ever enslaved or oppressed who
enjoyed that spirit. Tyranny never triumphed over
the spirit of freedom, It is invincible. History does
not record, never will record, an instance in which a
people were subdued however few in number who
were united and determined to be free. Accordingly
the Southern Convention recommended to the people
of the Southern States to unite in one great effort
for their mutual safety, and as a means of securing
joint action, concurrence and union they propose the
assembling of a Southern Congress which shall have
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power to devise and concert measures for their safety.
In this course we are following in the footsteps. of
our ancestors while suffering under wrongs and oppressions similar to, but not a tythe of, our own, who
animated by the spirit of freemen achieved an independence which it is to be awfully feared we their
degenerate ignoble sons will basely surrender without
a struggle.
The action of the Southern Convention contemplated concord among the aggrieved States in redressing the wrongs under which they are suffering, and
animated by the spirit of freemen and prompted by
the energies of a people resolved on their rights, who
can question the efficacy of the measure. But it appears that a fatal stupor blinds their minds and
blunts their sensibilities, and instead of meeting in
consultation on the remedies for their wrongs and
means of restoring their lost rights they have taken
the glittering bribe, or shrunk with fear under the
threat of power.
Every Southern Rights man cherishes an ardent
attachment to the institutions of his fathers. This
Union and these institutions were ordained by our
fathers for the protection of their lives, liberties and
property, and while administered by them how admirably did they answer the ends for which they were
designed. The progress, the prosperity, the happiness of the people of the United States is without a
parallel in the history of the world. The political organization composing the government of this Confederacy and the separate States is the most beautiful,
perfect and sublime work of human wisdom, and administered in justice and purity is the most fruitful
source of human happiness short of divinity the world
has ever known. And it is capable of being the source
of the greatest happiness properly administered, so it
may be perverted to become the most fruitful source
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of human misery. A despot who is known and seen
and tangible may be made responsible for his acts of
cruelty and tyranny, and a sense of that responsibility
will impose restraint upon him. But an unseen, intangible irresponsible multitude of’tyrants entirely removed from the creatures of their power may satiate
unchecked their cravings for plunder and spoils. Power
must be made responsible, or it will overwhelm its
subjects. This is the condition to which our beautiful system is fast approaching, if indeed it has not
already attained to it. As to us at the South we have
no interest in anything claimed by the Federal Government. The people of the hireling States make
our laws and execute them. They tax our labour to
raise money to disburse among themselves, and
through the patronage of the government to seduce
and bribe our people to betray us. It is preposterous
humbuggery to say that we are represented in Congress. That is mere form without any substance.
Our representatives may enjoy the privilege of going
through the formality of delivering a speech or casting a vote. But all candid minds will confess that
questions involving the rights of the South as a section are all decided before they are made - independent and despite of anything that the whole South combined could do or say. The majority is fixed and
permanent. The South can claim no right with any
hope of success. And who are they that thus govern
us? They are the people of the hireling States, the
abolitionists, the same who have waged a war of extermination against the institution of slavery-the
basis of all our prosperity. We have not the privilege of voting for our lawmakers. They are foreigners to us, who will never see or be seen by us, who are
in no possible manner responsible to us and who declare their fixed determination to destroy us. Mr.
President, this is the relation we bear to the hireling
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States through the government. These are the fruits
of the Union. Can these relations be continued? or
can this Union be preserved?
In the act of adopting the Constitution there were
conditions and principles which were vital and fundamental, without the acceptance and recognition of
which the Constitution and Union could never have
been formed, and upon the faithful fulfillment of
which its continuance must depend. The Constitution is a treaty. Each of the parties are by its terms
equal. Each are bound by the obligations of good
faith to keep the terms of the treaty. If one violate,
the others cannot coerce performance, because each is
sovereign and there is no power superior to herself,
and her sense of obligation to perform her engagements in good faith is all the power that can control
a sovereign. One sovereign cannot control another,
for that would be inconsistent with and destroy her
sovereignty. Therefore if one of the sovereign
States of this Union violate her plighted faith on entering it no power on earth can rightfully employ force
to compel her to it. She is, though, responsible for
her breach of faith by way of indemnity. Further, if
one of the sovereign parties violate the compact, by
that act she absolves the other contracting parties
from obligation to perform their stipulations’in the
contract. One cannot hold another bound in a mutual
contract and exempt himself. These are plain propositions that the simplest mind can comprehend. Let
us apply these principles to the case before us. The
hireling States who entered the compact as equals
with the slave States and pledged their faith as sovereigns to observe, fulfill and respect their stipulations so solemnly entered into, almost immediately
upon the organization of the government violated
their pledge and violated most grossly the rights of
the slave States specifically entered into for the pro-
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tection of their property and immediately commenced
a course of aggression upon their rights.
The slave States have kept the treaty, they have
honestly and with fidelity fulfilled all their treaty
stipulations. The hireling States not only violate
without scruple their treaty stipulations in the mutual compact absolving themselves from all obligation
on their part, but they hold the slave States bound and
require fulfillment rigidly as though they had not
violated the compact. And still further-they refuse
them the exercise of the right of sovereignty, threatening coercion and force upon a supposed act of sovereignty.
Under these circumstances can the slave States
remain in the present Union with the hireling States?
I say it is impossible. What can be done? I
answer they can relieve themselves from the odious
tyranny under which they suffer by reason of the political connection with them-by dissolving that connection as sovereigns. According to what we have
seen they have a perfect right to do so by virtue of
their sovereignty. They are absolved from all obligations under the compact by reason of the repeated
violations of the other parties. They are bound as
sovereigns to their citizens by a paramount obligation to protect them in the enjoyment of their rights,
which obligation it would not be possible to perform
in the Union.
The right of secession I think not only clear beyond the possibility of a doubt, but the duty absolute
and unavoidable.
But there are amongst us those who are opposed
to secession and there are various classes of such.
Some deny that. our rights have been violated-to
such I have nothing to say. The deep and universal
agitation all over the northern portion of the Union,
the triumphs of our enemies, the admission of the
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greatest and wisest men at the North, the excitement
prevailing all over the South, and the calm declarations in Europe that we are a doomed people-are all
weak nonsense to such.
Some concur in the statement of our wrongs and
still wish to suffer more before they resist. To such
I would ask - Did a tyrant ever voluntarily relax his
grasp? Did despotism ever reform its own abuses?
Did fanaticism ever stop short of its object? Was
liberty ever achieved without an effort? Was freedom ever retained without jealous vigilance? Do they
hope that our enemies under a returning sense of
justice will of their own accord restore our rights and
make amends for the wrongs they have done us? If
they indulge in such a hope they discredit the bold,
deep determined declarations of our enemies a thousand times made and now growing louder, deeper and
more threatening-that they are determined never to
cease their war upon our institutions until the relation of master and slave shall be destroyed throughout the United States. They shut their eyes to all that
is done in relation to the slavery agitation at the
North. No candid mind can indulge a hope so fatally delusive. Do they wait for other and greater
wrongs to arouse them to defend their rights. Other
wrongs they may and certainly will have inflicted upon
them - greater cannot be. It is impossible that they
can degrade us more, or inflict a deeper wound upon
the spirit of freemen than they have done. They have
taken from us our country won by our own blood and
treasure and appropriated it to themselves. They
have purchased our own territory with our money
and given it to our enemies. They refuse us the privilege of exercising acts of ownership over our property
on our own soil. They tax us against our will.
Some admit the wrongs we suffer and oppose any
action in asserting our rights from fear of conse-
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quences. They fear that if we make any resistance to
the usurpations and aggressions of the government
and attempt to protect ourselves great troubles and
difficulties might arise, such as - revolution-civil
war-bloodshed, and we might lose our property and
our lives. To such I would say-this is true. No one
can tell what is to be the end of a struggle for freedom. But it is also true that liberty cannot be won
without an effort or without risk. It is attested by all
history that fear is an unsafe counsellor in a crisis
where freedom is involved. Fear is a traitor and will
surrender to the enemy. No people who are not prepared to sacrifice their lives and fortunes for liberty
ever achieved it or retained it and as soon as a people begin to entertain questions of policy or expediency in reference to maintaining liberty or begin to
calculate its value - they are already slaves.
Mr. President, there is another subject upon
which I desire to say something. It is a practical one,
of exceeding importance to us all. It is the opinion
of a number of our fellow citizens that there is a numerous class amongst us who entertain feelings of
prejudice and hostility against a portion of their fellow citizens very similar to those of the Northern people. They are hostile to the slave holder. They hate
a man because he owns slaves. I have heard no man
express feelings such as these. I would fain hope
that there are none such. But in case there should
be I ask to be indulged in a few plain, calm remarks
upon the subject of our circumstances and relations.
In the first place, if there was need for it, I could
shew beyond the shadow of a doubt that slavery as it
exists here is not only right and proper but a merciful interposition of the Providence of God in favour
of the slave. That in the relation of master and slave
the blessing is to the slave. It has been practiced as
far back as history gives any account of the human
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race. It is recognized and sanctioned by God in His
word both in the old and new testaments. It was expressly recognized by Jesus Christ, and He gave lessons of instruction to both master and servants. And
further, if neither the practice of mankind nor the
Bible had sanctioned it, we have it expressly recognized and guaranteed by treaty stipulation in the constitution of the United States. We have therefore a
perfect right to claim it and to be protected in the enjoyment of it.
Florida is a slave state. By her constitution and
laws the right of property in slaves is guaranteed and
protected. We are all fellow citizens of the same
state. The State as our sovereign is bound to protect
every citizen equally and alike in the enjoyment of
his life, liberty and property. For this protection we
are all under a reciprocal obligation of allegiance and
support. This is inseparable from the relation of
sovereign and citizen. When the state gives protection the citizen is bound to render support as an indispensable duty. Now all the citizens enjoy equal privileges and have a perfect right to employ their labor
or lay out their money according to their judgment or
inclination, and the State is bound to protect them in
whatever they may lawfully do and in the enjoyment
of their property of whatever description it may be,
and the citizens are equally bound to support the
State in the fulfillment of all her duties and obligations.
Now suppose three of her citizens for example
having made money by their industry and care, each
chose to purchase property. One purchased a tract
of land, another a stock of cattle, and another a negro.
They all have a perfect right to buy these things and
the State would be bound to give them equal protection. Suppose a trespasser come and take away the
land, would not the State through her courts be bound
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to punish the trespasser and restore the land to its
owner? and if the trespasser should resist the process of law would not all the citizens be bound to aid
and assist the officers of the State to execute the law.
Certainly no good citizen could or would refuse his aid
in such a ease. The State has a right to require of
them and compel them to render it.
But suppose in the case of the citizen who bought
the negro that the emissaries of our Northern enemies
should have instigated the slaves in the country to rebellion and insurrection and that man’s slave should
join, would those citizens who purchased the land and
the cattle join in putting down the rebellion? This
is the point I have desired to make in the discussion.
From what I have understood there are some-nay,
many in our State and indeed in our county who declare that in such a ease they would not join in putting down rebellion and insurrection. They would
not assist their fellow citizens in maintaining their
rights or in defending their lives and the lives of their
wives and children although bound by every obligation
of duty to their State to do so-because they were
slave-holders, because they chose to lay out their
money in slaves instead of in land and cattle. They
say they have no slaves, and therefore they have no
interest in the matter. Let us see. It is the duty of
the State to protect all her citizens. It is equally the
duty of the citizens to support the State. If a citizen
refuses support he forfeits protection-and more, he
exposes himself to the penalty of a very great and infamous crime. The sovereign has a right to the allegiance of the citizen and can command it and in
the ease supposed if the citizen refuses to aid his State
in the fulfillment of her duty in protecting the lives
and property of other citizens in suppressing a rebellion instigated by her enemies he commits the same
crime that he does who refuses his aid in repelling in-
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vasion by a foreign enemy. In both cases he not only
refuses his aid to his State that has given him protection but he cripples and weakens her strength and
resources and by this means gives aid and comfort
and strength to her enemies. Can such a man claim
to be a good citizen? Can any one deny that he is an
enemy to his country, is guilty of treason and merits
a traitor’s fate?
We have enemies. There are those in the hireling
States who boldly declare themselves our implacable
enemies and who declare to us and the world that
their hostility shall never cease-until our destruction
is accomplished. We can face them, a million of them,
undismayed and with defiance. They are bold and
open enemies from without and we can prepare to
meet them in open and honorable combat. But our
secret foes-our brethren at home, our own fellow
citizens whom we have cherished, succoured and protected, if they are false to their duty, to their country
and to themselves, and join the enemy, of course our
destiny is sealed, our doom is fixed. In vain may the
friends of truth and justice, right and liberty, contend and strive and struggle if there are those among
them ready to betray them,.
I do not - I cannot believe that there are any who
of their own accord would deliberately determine on
such a course. Certainly we all claim and wish to
deserve the character of good citizens and friends to
our country. And certainly none of us would do so
shameful an act as to desert her in her time of need
either by joining her enemies or which is the same
thing standing by with folded arms, refusing allegiance and support, indifferently witnessing the overthrow of our country. If there are such I am sure
they have been deceived and deluded. Their minds
have been blinded to truth and duty. Their feelings
of patriotism, their love of country, have been swal-
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lowed up in some mighty whirlpool of prejudice, and
they know not what they do.
That there are those who for their own selfish
purposes would take advantage of the ignorance and
credulity of well meaning and confiding citizens and
by falsehood and fraud mislead them. as to the true
situation of the country and their duty in relation to
it, I believe-office men and demagogues will attain
their ends by any means and at any sacrifice to their
country.
If it indeed be true that there is a distinction of
classes among us, if there be a distinction between the
slave-holder and non-slave-holder, and it is to be kept
up and continued, what must be the inevitable result
-utter degradation and ruin to both, to all. Division
will deliver us an easy prey to our enemies.
If such is to be our doom, it will in all probability
come quickly. Our enemies will strike the moment
they dare. Let them know that their friends here are
in strong force and they will be upon us. Let us now
like men, prepared for any event, look the monster
in the face. Suppose our enemies, encouraged by
their friends here, the non-slave-holders who refuse
their aid to the State in protecting the rights of the
slave-holders, abolish slavery or instigate insurrection
or rebellion, what will be the result? First a general
massacre and slaughter of the slave-holders with
wives and children, except such as can make their escape out of the country- leaving the country in possession of the black race and their friends the nonslave-holders who refused to join in suppressing the rebellion. As the negroes by their successful rebellion
triumphed over their owners they would at least have
placed themselves on an equality with whites who remained in the country with them, and having the majority and the physical power they would aspire to
rule and would take the government in their own
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hands. They as a matter of course would require
their white neighbors to associate with them on terms
of equality and intimacy and if any objection were
made it would produce insult, anger and resentment.
Now I ask what would they gain in the exchange?
Would they prefer for their friends the black to the
white man. Would they prefer to be subject to the
laws made by negroes and be under control and dominion in every respect, to the present system.
Would they be willing to see their daughters led away
in marriage by negro men.
The black race is naturally lazy, indolent, improvident and unscrupulous, and if the white man should
by industry and economy provide something for the
comfort and support of his family, the negro would
take it from him. I ask for earnest and solemn reflection upon this subject. It may appear to some
improbable that these things will come to pass. They
have happened, and if it be true that there are those
amongst us who will take sides with the slaves
against their masters, or will stand neutral and permit our Northern enemies to do their fatal work, as
sure as time runs it will come to pass. The causes
that will bring it about are now actively engaged and
unless we take steps to counteract them, it is inevitable. All history proves that when the white race
has been subject to the negro they are- the most degraded, oppressed,. and abject of creatures, and unless we unite in defense of our institutions we may
read our destiny in the history of St. Domingo.
Are there any who suppose that because they have
not as much property as others that they are not as
much interested, as they are, in maintaining their
rights. To such let me say it is impossible that all
should have the same amount of property. No two
ever had the same amount. But we all have rights.
Our rights are equally dear and valuable to us all. It

Published by STARS, 1926

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 5 [1926], No. 2, Art. 5

86
is not the amount we hold but the right to hold it we
value. It is the principle we contend for. Let no man
therefore suppose that he is not equally interested
with every other man in maintaining his rights.
Our fathers secured for us equal rights in the Constitution and we are now entitled to them and claim
them. All agree that we have suffered and now suffer wrong. All know that every wrong should be redressed. If all, or a large majority, could unite on
any remedy, that union itself would restore all our
rights, redress all our wrongs, and make us what our
fathers were-a free and happy people. We now
make our appeal to our fellow citizens, we are
fellow citizens of the same country-state-county.
We have equal rights, equal privileges, and identity
We are equally entitled to enjoy
of interests.
equal rights with our fellow citizens of the other
states and with one another under a common government made for us by our fathers, through which
government other states have wronged us and threatened to destroy us. Can any man who claims to
be the son of a freeman, who has a wife, a son, or
a daughter to whom he would transmit the legacy of
freedom, pause or reflect or make questions of policy
when right or liberty is involved. Does he struggle to
amass property or did he inherit it from ancestors,
and would he suffer an avowed enemy without color of
right to wrest it from him without an effort to retain it? Every feeling of human nature revolts at
such an idea. He would resist on the instant and to the
death. Then, let me ask, is not your liberty of more
value than property. What gives value to wealth but
freedom of enjoyment.
Let us then turn away from arguments founded
upon a calculation of the value of the Union, secession, or revolution as unworthy of freemen, and keep
our minds and hearts immovably fixed upon our
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rights and our liberty - to the assertion and the
maintenance of these, direct our constant and united
efforts: Watch them with jealous vigilance, contend
for them with a perseverance which never tires and
an energy that never relaxes and a resolution that
never fails - with a determination to spend our lives
or meet our deaths in her cause.
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